
GUN VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION SPECIAL 
SESSION IN VIRGINIA

Since the Virginia Tech shooting, over 11,000 Virginians have been killed by guns. This year alone, over 170 
Virginians have died and over 440 have been injured by gun violence. Cities like Richmond experience a 
disproportionate percentage of this violence, much of which is localized in communities of color. From 2013-2016, 
Richmond’s annual firearm homicide rate was over four times higher than the rest of the Commonwealth, and black 
residents of Richmond are twice as likely to die from gun violence in comparison to the American average.

UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND CHECKS

Under current law, Virginia does not require private sellers (like those who sell guns online or at gun shows) to 
conduct a Brady background check before a gun purchase is made. 

• About 1 in 5 guns sold nationwide is bought without a background check.

• Background checks are supported by over 90 percent of Americans, and Virginia is no exception: A 2017 
poll showed that 91 percent of Virginians support a background check for every gun sale.

• In 2016, more than 9,000 guns purchased in Virginia were later recovered in crime scenes across the 
country.  Virginia is a “net exporter” of crime guns, and has the 9th highest rate of crime gun exports to 
other states nationwide.

EXTREME RISK LAWS

Extreme Risk laws give family members, law enforcement, and partners an avenue to prevent an individual in crisis 
from harming themselves or others by temporarily removing guns and prohibiting the purchase of another gun. 

• Extreme risk laws have been passed by 16 states and Washginton, D.C. 

• 83% of Virginians in battleground districts support extreme risk laws.

• Extreme Risk laws are incredibly effective in saving lives. A study of Connecticut’s law over 14 years 
found that one suicide was averted for every 10-20 orders issued and 44 percent of respondents 
received psychiatric care that they may have not otherwise received. 
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• 62% of Virginians in battleground districts support banning semi-automatic assault weapons and 63% 
support banning high-capacity magazines that hold more than 10 bullets.

• During the recent mass shooting in Virginia Beach, the perpetrator attached both a high-capacity 
magazine and a suppressor to the pistol he used in the rampage.

• A review of mass shootings between 2009 and 2015 demonstrated that in shootings where assault 
weapons or high capacity magazines were used, 155% more people are shot and 47% more die 
compared to those without them.

GUNS IN GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS

Current Virginia law prevents localities from passing laws to prohibit individuals from entering government 
buildings, parks, or large public events while carrying firearms. Despite state office buildings prohibiting guns, 
localities like Richmond or Virginia Beach cannot take the same steps. Passing a law of this type would enable local 
governments to secure their buildings and help protect against workplace shootings.

• 67% of Virginians in battleground districts support enacting a law enabling local governments to prevent 
guns from being brought into government buildings.

• The recent tragedy in Virginia Beach was perpetrated by a city employee who opened fire in the same 
municipal building where he worked after submitting his resignation earlier that day, killing 12 people 
and injuring 4 others. 
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