GUN VIOLENCE IN THE UNITED STATES
How many people are shot in the U.S.? How many Americans are injured by guns? These are important
questions to answer. We need reliable gun violence data in order to accurately understand America’s gun
violence epidemic.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) provides annual gun fatality data. Using data from the most recent
years available (2015-2019), Brady established five-year averages of firearm fatalities.
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While Brady historically used CDC data to establish averages for gun injuries as well, recent findings show
there are more accurate sources. Due to funding restrictions and other constraints, the sample size utilized
by the CDC is so small that its estimate of firearm injuries ranges significantly. Data provided by Healthcare
Cost and Utilization Project’s HCUPnet, and collected from emergency departments and databases, gives a
more comprehensive picture of gun injuries in the U.S. The numbers below represent a three-year average
of the most recent HCUPnet data available (2013, ‘14, and ‘16). It is important to note that data reported
for children and teens contains data only for 1-17 year-olds.

